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OUN. Smith * Wesson, .44 Magnum. 
exceLcond. 9200. 544-7190. 

So read a tiny ad in The Washington 
Star two days after the president and 
three others were shot by a gunman. But 
iCwas a phony. If you called the number, 
you were answered by the National 
Qmlition to Ban Handguns, the non- 
profit organization that works tirelessly 
against the nation’s gun madness. 

; r "The ad was just another way of har- 
assing us,” said Michael Beard* the exec- 
utive director of the five-year-old coali- 
t|3i. “In the twisted mind of whoever 
irlgced the ad, this was designed to get us 
to* waste our time answering all the 
plfene calk” 

JA lot of time was wasted, what with 50 
callers responding to the ad on the day it 
ran, and 10 callers by 9:46 the next 
njbmirig. The market is hot for .44 mag- 
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•In context, the ad was one of the 
nfijder forms of abuse directed at the 
edition. In Washington, Beard or 
someone on his staff of seven receives an 
average of one death threat a week. 
Vgftile appearing on a television program 
irpCalifornia recently, Beard received 
tfiree death threats and had to be se- 
cfSted out of the studio to safety. 

Filthier-minded sickos send his organ- 
ization envelopes stuffed with used toilet 
paper. The mail also brings bricks, sent 
first-class but with the postage left off. 
The intent is to force the coalition to pay 
the $4 postage due, and thus eat away at 
itsresources. 


When I visited Beard the other morn- 
ing following the Reagan shooting— 
which is one of an estimated 300,000 
handgun crimes this year— he said that 
after five years the hostility. of gun 
crazies is less and less jarring. He is more 
unsettled by the reactions of the suppos- 
edly rational people who accepted the 
assassination attempt as an almost inevi- 
table tragedy: “We are coming close to 
expecting that our politicians are at the 
mercy of handgun killers.” 

Beard— who is 40, was dressed neatly 


arid was about to have an orange for 
lunch, is refreshing to talk with. Because 
of some breakthroughs since the Lennon 
killing against the might of the National 
Rifle Association and its champions like 
Ronald Reagan, he senses that this lost 
cause of banning handguns is suddenly 
being found. “The message is getting 
across to large numbers of citizens that 
the handgun is hidden death. A recent 
Gallup poll showed that six out of 10 
teen-agers favor an outright ban on pri- 
vate possession of handguns. It was the 
other way around a few years ago. Teen- 
agers tended to be very pro gun.” 

A few years ago also Beard found him- 
afelf pursuing candidates to get them to 
speak out against handguns. “Now they 
are coming to us,” he said. “A fellow run- 
nlbg for the congressional seat of Gladys 
Spellman in Maryland walked in the 
other day to rent our membership list for 
a mailing. Something else that has never 
happened is that gun-control positions 
are popping out voluntarily at state and 
local levels. In New Jersey, the president 
of the state senate, who is also a candi- 
date for governor, has chosen to make 
the banning of_ handguns his campaign 
issue. Just two years ago, we couldn’t 
Have begged politicians to run on this 
issue.” 

r , . 

On the question now on the minds of 
many— will Ronald Reagan’s acceptance 
of private ownership of handguns be 
tampered?— Beard believes “that there 
are bound to be some subtle changes in 
the, president’s attitude. I would think 
that he’s in the kind of position— be- 
cause of being shot— from which he 
could not make a dramatic switch. It 
would make him look self-serving. But 
some subtle changes are possible.” 

In his personal life, Beard feels the 
tensions of an armed America as much 
as anyone. But he hasn’t adopted the 
Nancy Reagan “little gun” method of 
home protection, which, statistics reveal, 
provides mostly false security. Beard 
says he keeps a pool cue next to his bed: 

“A police chief told me that that would 
work best against intruders. It’s a veryi 
effective weapon: It’s quiet, you can club ' ( 
with it, iab it, throw it. And it won’t go 
off accidentally, which kills 2,000 of us 
every year.” 
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